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OWENDALE, 

ALEXANDRA  ROAD. 
COLWYN  BAY. 


17th  July,  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Aled  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Hughes  and  Gentlemen, 

1 submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
residents  in  your  area  during  1951.  In  it  is  incorporated  the 
Sanitary  Inspector's  Report  to  me  on  his  work. 

The  report  is  in  accord  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  follows  closely  previous  reports. 

The  vital  statistics  have  been  about  average  and  do  not 
call  for  comment,  except  to  note  that  the  number  of  deaths 
from  heart  arterial  diseases  continue  to  grow. 

The  year,  however,  has  been,  from  my  standpoint,  a happy 
one.  There  has  been  an  intangible  tightening  up  of  admini- 
stration. Water  supply,  sewage  disposal,  refuse  collection, 
housing  inspection,  infectious  disease  prevention,  food  inspec- 
tion and  many  such  activities  have  improved.  The  work  has 
not  been  spectacular;  it  has  not  even  been  subject  of  report. 
Yet  this  annual  stocktaking  does  reveal  that  the  tide  is  flow- 
ing and  that  slowly,  almost  imperceptibly,  the  sanitary  state 
of  the  Aled  is  improving.  This  is  encouraging  and  stimulating. 
It  does  not  lead  to  complacency.  There  is  still  much  that  we 
must  achieve.  I attempted  to  achieve  co-operation  with  the 
Hospital  Management  Committee  in  an  effort  to  prevent 
suffering  due  to  accidents  in  the  home.  At  first  that  Com- 
mittee gave  a point  blank  refusal  of  help;  then,  thanks  to  the 
vigorous  efforts  of  enlightened  laymen,  my  request  was  re- 
considered— it  is  still  being  reconsidered. 

Last  year  I made  comments  on  the  protection  of  the  milk 
supply  and  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  present  arrange- 
ments— I have  no  new  information  or  experience  to  record. 

The  housing  position  is  steadily  improving.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  shown  considerable  ability  and  enthusiasm  for 
renovation  of  many  of  the  picturesque  country  cottages  that 
are  scattered  over  our  area.  These  can  be  made  satisfactory 
at  relatively  low  cost  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  do  so. 
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A problem  that  has  not  yet  developed  in  Aled  but  which  is 
^ causing  much  worry  in  neighbouring  areas,  is  that  of  camp- 
ing. 1 feel  that  “ Camping  ” is  inevitable  and  we  must  either 
accept  it  and  control  it,  or  it  will  overwhelm  us.  I hope  the 
Council  will  make  stringent  conditions — conditions  that  good 
land  owners  and  good  campers  will  gladly  accept,  but  which 
will  discourage  others. 

Water  supplies  are  being  improved  where  practicable — e.g., 
in  the  Groes  area  and  in  Llanelian — these  are  welcome. 
Unfortunately,  an  ample  supply  of  pure  water  results  in  an 
ample  supply  of  foul  effluent.  Drainage  problems  will  worry 
us  in  the  future. 

As  I said  earlier,  1951  was  for  me  a happy  year  in  Aled.  It 
saw  a very  useful  progress  in  Preventive  Medicine.  This 
progress  was  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor, Mr.  Leveslev,  whose  wholehearted  efforts  must  be  noted. 
The  Surveyor  has  gone  out  of  his  w&y  to  help  us,  and  behind 
all  we  have  felt  the  guiding  and  trustworthy  support  of  the 
Clerk  and  the  Treasurer.  To  these  I gladly  give  thanks. 

Finally,  Mr.  Chairman,  I must  thank  you  for  your  never- 
failing  kindnesses  and  for  the  confidence  you  give  me. 

I am, 

Yours  sincerely, 

WM.  McKENDRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ALED  RURAL  DISTRICT 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres) 69,206 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  mid-1951)  ...  7,139 

Inhabited  houses 2,146 

Rateable  Value  31/12/51  £26,885 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £108/8/4 


The  district  comprises  the  ten  parishes : Abergele  Rural, 
Bylchau,  Betws  yn  Rhos,  Cefn,  Gian  Conway,  Llanfairtal- 
haiarn,  Llansannan,  Llannefydd,  Llanelian  yn  Rhos  and  Tref- 
nant. 


The  parish  population  varies  from  434  in  the  parish  of  Cefn 
to  1,549  in  the  parish  of  Gian  Conway  (Llansantffraid). 

The  main  occupation  is  farming  and  associated  trades. 
Farm  land  includes  some  of  the  most  productive  in  Wales,  in 
the  fertile  valleys  of  the  rivers  Aled  and  Elwy,  and  the  hill 
slopes  which  ascend  to  1,400  feet  above  sea  level. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

57 

40 

97 

Illegitimate  

4 

2 

6 

Total  

61 

42 

103 

Birth  Rate  per 

1,000  Population  

14.4 

Comparability  Factor  

1.06 

Corrected  Birth 

Rate  

15.3 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

. ...  2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate  

0 

0 

0 

Total  

2 

1 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  Population  ...  . 

.42 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

. ...  2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate  

0 

0 

0 

Total  

2 

3 

5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Births  . 

...  47. 

DEATHS. 


Male  Female  Total 

49  ...  40  ...  89 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Poulation  12.4 

Comparability  Factor  0.91 

Corrected  Death  Rate  11.28 

(a)  Pregnacy,  Childbirth,  etc 0 

(b)  Cancer  8 

(c)  Tuberculosis  1 

(d)  Gastro-enteritis  0 

(e)  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  52 


The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  was, 
in  1951,  7,139 — a reduction  of  56  on  the  1950  figure.  The  Cen- 
sus population  is  not  yet  available.  When  it  appears,  much 
useful  information  concerning  the  Parishes  will  become 
available. 

The  following  table,  provided  by  Mr.  Williams,  the  Treas- 
urer, gives  the  number  of  hereditaments  in  each  area  and  so 
indicates  indirectly  their  populations : — 


Parish 


Total  No.  of 
Hereditaments 


Bylchau  158 

Cefn 161 

Llannefydd 228 

Llansannan  328 

Trefnant 264 

Abergele  (Rural) 138 

Betws-yn-Rhos 218 

Llanfair  T.H ...  312 

Llanelian 121 

Llansantffraid  573 
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The  following  table  shows  the  statistics  for  Aled  in  the  past 
3 years,  together  with  those  of  England  and  Wales  for  1951  : — 


England 
and  Wales 

1949 

Aled 

1950 

1951 

Population  

• .. 

6985 

...  7195 

...  7139 

Live  Births 

— 

121 

109 

103 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

15.5 

17.3 

...  15.1 

15.3 

Still  Births 

— 

5 

4 

3 

Still  Births  Rate 

0.36  ... 

0.7 

0.55 

0.42 

Deaths  

— 

75 

81 

89 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

12.5 

10.8 

...  10.3 

11.2 

Infant  Deaths  

— 

4 

2 

...  5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

29.6 

33 

18 

47 
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These  figures  are  satisfactory.  The  death  rate — even  after 
correction  to  allow  for  the  various  factors  that  may  give  rates  ^ 
unjust  significance — is  well  below  the  average  figure. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  has  risen.  This  rise  is  appar- 
ently considerable,  but  when  we  take  into  consideration 
that  total  loss  of  infant  life — including  still  births — was  8 as 
against  6 last  year  when  we  had  a record  low  rate,  it  will  be 
appreciated  that  loss  of  child  life  is  not  really  high.  Of  the 
8 deaths,  3 took  place  before  birth,  3 occurred  before  the  infant 
was  4 weeks  old  and  2 occurred  later.  Of  these  two  deaths 
one  was  due  to  broncho-pneumonia  and  the  other  to  pyloric 
obstruction  so  they  were  preventable  and  should  have  been 
prevented. 

The  following  table  shows  that  there  was  not  a death  from 
any  of  the  common  infectious  diseases,  except  Tuberculosis 
(1  death)  and  influenza  (9  deaths). 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Infective  diseases... 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer — Lung  

2 

0 

2 

Cancer — Breast 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer — Other  

. 3 

2 

5 

Vascular  lesions  of  brain 

7 

6 

13 

Coronary  disease  

10 

9 

19 

Hypertension,  etc ... 

2 

1 

3 

Other  heart  disease  

6 

7 

13 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

1 

4 

Influenza 

5 

4 

9 

Pneumonia  

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  

0 

1 

1 

Cogenital  Malformations. . 

0 

2 

2 

Other  diseases  

6 

2 

8 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 

All  causes 

49 

40 

* 

89 

The  Parishes  in  which 

deaths  occurred  were  : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Abergele  

Bylchau  

Betws-yn-Rhos 

Cefn  Meiriadog 

Llanelian  

1 

3 
7 

4 
3 

2 

1 

4 

3 

3 

3 

4 
11 
7 
6 

9 


Llanfair  T.H 

7 

3 

10 

Llannefydd  

4 

8 

Llansannan  

2 

4 

Llansantffraid  

12 

15 

27 

Trefnant  

6 

3 

9 

49 

40 

89 

The  ages  at  which  death  occurred 

were : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  1 year 

2 

3 

5 

1 — 4 years  

. ...  0 

0 

0 

15 — 24  years  

. ...  1 

1 

2 

25 — 64  years  

. ...  11 

5 

16 

65  and  over  

35 

31 

66 

49 

40 

89 

Less  than  8 per  cent,  of  the  deaths  affected  persons  under 
25  years  and  almost  80  per  cent,  concerned  persons  over  65 
years. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

1.  Laboratory  Services: — 

(a)  Bacteriological.— Samples  of  milk,  ice-cream,  water, 
food  suspected  of  contamination,  etc.,  are  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  where  they  are 
examined.  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith,  the  Director,  is  also 
most  willing  to  advise  and  help  in  field  work — i.e., 
re.  water  supply,  epidemics,  etc. 

Throat  swabs,  faeces,  blood,  cerebro-spinal  fluid, 
sputum,  etc.,  are  also  examined  and  reported  on. 
These  specimens  are  sent  by  doctors — but  as  these 
doctors  are  mainly  resident  in  other  areas  (e.g., 
Abergele,  St.  Asaph,  Denbigh,  Colwyn  Bay,  Llan- 
dudno Junction),  it  is  difficult  to  give  precise  figures 
as  to  the  number  of  specimens  sent  from  the  Aled 
area  in  1951. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  sent  149  samples  (98  water, 
40  milk  and  11  ice  cream)  for  examination. 

(b)  Pathological  and  Biochemical. — Doctors  may  send 
samples  of  any  material  likely  to  help  them  in  the 
diagnosis  of  disease,  to  the  Laboratories  established 
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by  the  Clwyd  and  Deeside  Hospital  Management 
Committee  at  Rhyl  or  Colvvyn  Bay.  Some  of  the  i 
work  is  done  locally,  the  rest  is  sent  to  the  main 
laboratories. 

Blood  for  grouping  and  Rh.  testing  (especially 
that  taken  from  pregnant  women)  is  sent  to  the 
Liverpool  Blood  Transfusion  Service. 

(c)  Water. — Water  is  examined  both  chemically  and  bac- 
teriologically. 

(i)  Chemical. — This  tests  the  gathering  ground.  It  shows 
when  pollution  has  occurred  there  and  so  when  pre- 
cautions or  action  is  necessary  at  the  source.  The 
water  may  not  be  immediately  dangerous  but  the 
risk  is  potential.  The  test  was  only  applied  to  tne 
Cowlyd  Water  which  supplies  the  Western  end  of 
Aled  area.  The  following  result  shows  that  the 
water  has  a high  degree  ot  purity: — 


Chemical  Analysis  (Tap  on  Rising  Main),  19/11/51. 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution  80.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  1.0 

Nitrates  ...  Nil 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  14.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hrs.  at  89° F 2.0b 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  0.02 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.016 

head,  Copper,  Zinc ...  Nil 

Microscopical  examination  of  the  Sediment  ...  Nil 

Temporary  hardness  ...  15.0 

Permanent  hardness  ...  Nil 

pH.  Value  6.4 


The  above  Chemical  Analysis  is  satisfactory. 

(ii)  Bacteriological. — This  shows  when  water  is  con- 
taminated and  is  an  immediate  danger.  When  the 
report  is  bad,  immediate  action  is  called  for.  Tests 
are  made  frequently  at  all  parts  of  the  district.  9S 
in  all  were  made  during  1951. 

(d)  Milk.  —Milk  is  tested  for  adulteration  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Department  of  the  County  Council. 

The  Aled  Sanitary  Inspector  takes  samples  of  milk 
and  has  them  tested  for  keeping  quality  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Conway. 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


(a)  Infectious  Cases. — There  is  an  Ambulance  owned  by 
the  County  Council  and  stationed  at  the  Colwyn  Bay  Isolation 
Hospital.  This  vehicle  is  reserved  for  the  transport  of  infec- 
tious cases  and  is  sent  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  need. 


(b)  General  Cases. — Ambulances  are  stationed  at  Colwyn 
Bay,  Abergele,  Llangerniew  and  Denbigh  and  available  to  all 
who  are  unable  to  go  to  Hospital  by  ordinary  transport. 
Except  in  emergencies,  these  vehicles  can  only  be  obtained 
on  written  application  by  a doctor. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  District  Nurses  are  now  provided  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil and  are  stationed  at  suitable  places  over  the  County. 

(b)  An  Organiser  has  been  appointed  and  efforts  have  been 
made  with  increasing  success,  to  find  suitable  women  who  will 
be  available  in  need  to  act  as  Home  Helps. 


CLINICS. 

These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  The  only  one 
which  meets  in  the  area  is  at  Gian  Conway  where  a Child 
Welfare  Clinic  meets  at  2 p.m.  on  alternate  Mondays  in  the 
Church  House.  The  Aled  Council  feel  that  a Clinic  is  needed 
at  Llansannan  and  has  asked  the  County  Medical  Officer  to 
open  one  there.  Sympathetic  consideration  of  this  plea  is 
now'  being  given. 


Colwyn  Bay:  At  the  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glvn  Road. 

*Tuesdays:  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  10  a.m.  and  2 p.m. 
each  week. 

*Wednesdays:  Toddlers’  Clinic  at  2 p.m.  (alternate 
weeks). 

Thursdays : Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  (alternate 
weeks). 

Fridays : Tuberculosis  Clinic  at  9.30  a.m.  (on  first  and 
third  Friday  in  each  month). 
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’•'Fridays : Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  2 p.m.  each  week. 

The  Obstetric  Consultant  attends  once  every  four  weeks  on 
a Thursday  when  he  sees  women  by  appointment.  These 
appointments  are  made  at  the  Friday  ante-natal  Clinic. 

Llysfaen: — 

*Church  House — alternate  Mondays  at  3 p.m.,  Child 
Welfare. 

Llanddulas: — 

*Beulab  School  Room — alternate  Mondays  at  2 p.m. 
Child  Welfare. 

Mochdre: — 

*Church  House— alternate  Mondays  at  3 p.m.,  Child 
Welfare. 

Llangerniew : — 

Once  each  month  on  a Thursday  at  2 p.m. 

Abergele: — 

*Child  Welfare  Centre  at  2 p.m.  on  alternate  Thursdays. 

*Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  1.30  a.m.  on  all  other  Thursdays 
(These  are  held  at  the  Congregational  Schoolroom). 


Denbigh:  — 

Child  Welfare  Centre  at  10  a.m.  and  1 p.m.  on  alternate 
Wednesdays. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  all  other  Wednesdays. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  first  and  third  Wednes- 
days. These  are  all  held  at  the  Clinic,  Middle  Lane, 
Denbigh. 

As  1 attend  all  those  Clinics  marked  * I can  say  that  the) 
are  well  patronised  by  mothers  from  the  Aled  district. 

DAY  NURSERY. 

There  is  not  a day  nursery  in  the  area. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

These  diseases  are  treated  as  follows : — 

1.  Llandudno  and  District  Hospital:  Every  Thursday  at  2 
p.m.  (Afternoons — females.  Evenings — males). 
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2.  Chester  Royal  Infirmary:  Out-Patients’  Department; 

Males — Mondays,  5 to  7 p.m.  Saturdays,  noon.  Females 

— Mondays,  5 to  7 p.m.  Thursdays,  5 to  7 p.m. 

3.  Bangor,  Caernarvon  and  Anglesey  Infirmary : Males — 

Wednesdays,  6 p.m.  Females — Fridays,  2 to  4 p.m. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Bylchau  and  District — The  Bylchau  and  District  Water 
Supply  scheme  makes  good  progress.  Pipes  have  been  laid 
in  the  parishes  of  Bylchau,  Llansannan,  and  parts  of  Llan- 
nefydd.  Llyn  Bran,  which  is  the  source  of  the  supply,  pro- 
vides a water  free  from  probable  contamination.  Every 
precaution  has,  however,  been  taken  by  the  engineers  to 
provide  efficient  means  of  filtration  and  chlorination  of  the 
supply  before  distribution.  The  appointment  of  a waterman 
whose  responsibility  will  be  the  maintenance  of  the  treatment 
plant  will  ensure  the  adequate  operation  of  this  most  impor- 
tant installation. 

Trefnant. — The  booster  installed  in  1949  has  functioned 
satisfactorily  but  complaints  are  still  received  from  residents 
;n  the  higher  levels  of  water  shortage  at  certain  periods. 

Abergele  Rural.— The  spring  supply  to  the  Bryn  Ewin 
Houses  has  fulfilled  its  early  promise,  and  chemical  treatment 
of  the  water  has  not  become  necessary.  Careful  control  of 
the  gathering  ground  must  be  maintained. 

Llanelian. — The  scheme  for  obtaining  water  to  part  of  this 
parish  by  boosting  from  the  Colwyn  Bay  mains  has  now  been 
commenced,  and  will  fulfil  a great  need  in  at  least  a part  of 
this  parish). 

Cefn. — The  main  supply  to  this  parish  from  Rhyl  has  been 
most  satisfactory. 

Llansannan. — It  is  hoped  that  the  Bylchau  and  District 
water  scheme  will  shortly  be  available  in  this  village.  The 
existing  supply  remains  of  suspicious  quality  and  chlorination 
will  have  to  be  continued. 

Llannefydd. — The  supply  developed  from  Nant  Uchaf  has 
been  most  successful  and  it  is  probable  that  the  Bylchau 
scheme  will  be  available  to  the  village  during  the  next  year. 
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L lanfairtalhaiarn — There  remains  a great  need  in  this  vil- 
lage for  an  improved  supply.  Although  the  automatic 
chlorinator  continues  to  serve  well  it  must  be  regarded  as 
the  only  line  of  defence  against  the  heavily  polluted  water 
derived  from  the  existing  gathering  grounds.  The  quantity  of 
water  in  the  summer  is  also  inadequate  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  efforts  of  the  council  in  the  matter  of  obtaining  an  im- 
proved supply  will  be  successful. 

Betws-yn-Rhos. — The  extension  to  the  water  main  was 
completed  during  the  year  and  the  whole  of  the  built  up  area 
of  the  village  now  has  main  water  available.  The  quality  of 
this  water  remains  good. 

Gian  Conway. — The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  water  sup- 
plied to  the  village  were  both  satisfactory. 

Regular  sampling  of  water  supplies  was  carried  out,  and 
this  is  regarded  as  being  most  necessary  especially  in  view  of 
the  large  number  of  supplies  which  have  no  form  of  treat- 
ment. The  practice  of  advising  on  individual  supplies  con- 
tinues and  requests  for  such  advice  are  readily  acceded  to. 


Private  supplies  investigated 25 

Samples  taken  from  above  36 

Samples  satisfactory  17 


PUBLIC  SUPPLIES. 


Number  of  samples  taken  47 

Number  satisfactory  34 

Number  unsatisfactory  13 


The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  houses  in  each 
parish  with  a piped  water  supply  : — 


With  main 


Parish  supply 


Abergele  Rural  30 

Bylchau  18 

Betws-yn-Rhos  56 

Cefn  100 

Gian  Conway  421 

Llansannan  102 

Llanfairtalhaiarn  118 

Llanelian  — 

Llannefydd  i 36 

Trefnant 189 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Trefnant. — The  scheme  for  improvement  of  the  existing 
inadequate  treatment  plant  awaits  final  approval. 

Llanelian. — The  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  this  village  will 
it  is  hoped,  go  forward  at  the  same  time  as  the  water  supply 
scheme. 

Llannefydd — The  supply  of  main  water  to  this  village 
during  next  year  makes  provision  of  sewerage  more  than  ever 
necessary.  The  council  has  received  an  offer  from  a private 
owner  to  defray  part  of  the  cost  of  sewering  the  Bontnewydd 
hamlet  and  this  will  be  a very  desirable  improvement. 

Llanfairtalhaiarn. — The  provision  of  new  disposal  works 
and  sewer  in  the  village  will  obviate  the  nuisance  experienced 
in  previous  years  from  inadequate  sewerage. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  EFFLUENTS. 

One  sample  of  sewage  effluent  was  found  to  be  unsatisfac- 
tory. Minor  improvements  to  the  works  in  question  have 
been  carried  out  and  should  effect  the  necessary  improvement. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  following  statement  has  been  supplied  to  me  by  Mr. 
Thos.  H.  Evans,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Denbigh  County 
Council : — 


Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in 
Aled  Rural  District  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 


Not  Genuine  or 

Article  No.  Taken  Genuine  Sub-standard 


Milk  6 ...  6 

Pickles  1 ...  1 

Sausages  1 ...  1 

Butter 1 ..  1 

Jam 1 ...  1 

Sugar  1 ...  1 


Condensed  Milk  ...  1 ...  1 


12 


12 
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All  the  samples  were  certified  by  the-  Public  Analyst  to  be 
genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring 
matter. 


(Signed)  THOS.  H.  EVANS, 

17  Vicarage  Hill,  Chief  Inspector  for  the 

Wrexham.  County  of  Denbigh. 

10th  March,  1952. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

The  County  Council  offers  free  immunisation  of  infants 
against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  vaccination 
against  smallpox.  These  services  may  be  obtained  through  the 
family  doctor  or  through  the  clinics.  The  School  Medical 
Officers  are  also  willing  to  treat  children  when  they  visit 
schools.  I cannot  stress  too  strongly  the  need  for  every 
child  being  protected.  The  fact  that  there  has  not  been  a 
genuine  case  of  diphtheria  in  Aled  for  three  years  is  proof  of 
the  efficacy  of  immunisation,  but  does  not  justify  complacency. 

Infants  under  2 years  of  age  may  also  be  protected  against 
whooping  cough.  The  protection  is  not  so  complete  as  in  the 
case  of  diphtheria,  but  those  who  have  been  treated  and  who 
subsequently  develop  whooping  cough,  suffer  so  mildly  that 
the  disease  is  not  even  an  inconvenience. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year: — 


Notifiable  Diseases 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia  

Pulmonary  T.B.... 
Erysipelas 
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103  3 30  47  12  9 
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There  were  2 deaths — one  from  pneumonia  and  one  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925, 
which  provides  for  the  exclusion  of  persons  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  from  the  Milk  Trade.  I am  glad 
to  record  that  when  cases  have  occurred  amongst  those 
engaged  in  this  trade,  it  has  sufficed  for  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor or  me  to  point  out  the  danger,  and  then  the  sense  of 
responsibility  of  the  milkman  has  resulted  in  proper  isolation. 

There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  getting  tubercular  persons 
to  enter  hospital  when  beds  were  available. 


New  Cases  during  Year 

Deaths  during  year 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-  1 

1—4 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—9 

10-14  

15—19 

20-24  

1 

25—34  

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

35- — 44  

45—54  

1 

55-64  

65  and  upwards 

“ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

"" 

Total  

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

No.  of  Case*  on  Register 
1st  January,  1951. 

Pulmonary  (Male)  ...  ..  14 

Pulmonary  (Female) 16 

— 30 

Non-Pulmonary  (M) 5 

Non  Pulmonary  (F) 1 


No.  of  Cases  on  Register 
31st  December,  1951. 

Pulmonary  (Male)  17 

Pulmonary  (Female) 19 

— 36 

Non-Pulmonary  (M) 4 

Non-Pulmonary  (F)  1 

— 5 


36 


41 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 


q 

G 

Number  of 

o 

Premises 

(1) 

£ 

<D 

c 

N 

s 

(2) 

•2  Number  o 
Register 

£ Inspections 

G c/) 
<U  <u 

ii  .u 

II 

(5) 

•g;  Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

£ 

V 

_G 

u 

\ 

§ 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Focal  Authorities 

i 

i 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enfor- 
ced by  the  Focal  Authority 

3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Focal  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

3 

19 

14 





3 

Total  

22 

17 

— 

— 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


| 

o 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

-C 

u & <V 

• o 

Particulars 

0) 

£ 
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G 
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(2) 

G 

G 

O 

fa 

(3) 

"IF  Remedied 

^ To  H.M. 
£2  Inspector 

s fiy  h.m. 

Inspector 

^ Cases  in  whi 
prosecution 
were  institut 

<u 

G 

V 

\ 

s 

(8) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  temperature 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

(S.3)  

6 

— 

— 

— 

, 

— 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation(S4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

floors  (S.6)  

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  : 

8 

8 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

tive 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 

11 

11 

ces  relating  to  Outwork) 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Total  

60 

i — 

— 

— 

— 

rr  : 

60 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Collections:  Once  per  fortnight. 

Premises  from  which  refuse  removed:  1,310. 

Loads  removed : 589. 

Total  cost  including  loan  charges:  £1,437  10s.  3d. 

Cost  per  load  removed  : £2  8s.  9d. 

Cost  per  collection:  lO.ld. 

Vehicles  used:  One  (7  cubic  yards). 

Men  employed : Three. 

Mileage  per  gallon  of  petrol : 10.3. 

During  the  summer  a sprinkling  of  D.D.T.  is  placed  at  the 
bottom  of  each  emptied  bin.  Routine  control  of  rat  infesta- 
tion is  carried  out. 


SALVAGE. 

No  organised  collection  of  salvaged  papers  or  tins  is  under- 
taken at  present. 


UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED  BY  SHOPKEEPERS  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 


Tinned  Vegetables  52  tins 

Milk ■ 68  tins 

Fruit 20  tins 

Fish 1 tin 

Meat  ...  70  tins 


No  special  examinations  were  requested  during  the  year. 

The  meat  referred  to  consisted  mainly  of  imported  European 
shoulder  hams. 


DOGS  IN  FOOD  SHOPS. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  MF  20/51  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  the  Council  circulated  notices  to  food  shops  asking  the 
public  to  co-operate  in  excluding  dogs  from  such  premises. 
The  notices  were  made  available  in  both  English  and  Welsh. 

RETAIL  MILK  SUPPLIES. 


Visits  and  Inspections  ..  51 

Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination  38 

Samples  taken  for  Biological  Examination  2 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  8 

Supplementary  Licences  Issued  2 


Results  of  samples: — 


factory. 


Pasterurised  (including  School  milk)  12 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  7 

Non  designated  3 

Biological  2 


Unsatis- 

factory. 


8 

8 

Nil 

Nil 


The  large  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  caused  con- 
cern. In  each  case  failure  was  in  the  methylene  blue  test. 
The  phosphatase  test  in  all  cases  was  satisfactory.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  failure.  The 
management  of  the  dairy  concerned  gave  every  assistance  and 
the  cause  of  the  trouble  was  eventually  located  and  remedied. 
The  intervals  between  milking  and  pasteurisation  and  between 
pasteurisation  and  delivery  to  the  housewife  are  long  and 
variable.  Pasteurisation  has  many  advantages,  but  it  has  the 
disadvantage  of  causing  us  to  take  milk  which  cannot  be 
called  “fresh”  milk.  It  is  “old”  before  it  reaches  the  con- 
sumer— sometimes,  especially  if  the  vendor  is  not  painstaking 
and  exacting,  it  can  be  very  old.  Stale  milk  is  not  necessarily 
dangerous  to  health  so  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspector  have  no  jurisdiction  over  it. 


ICE  CREAM. 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 

cream  Nil 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  8 

Number  of  new  registrations 4 

Number  of  samples  taken 11 

Samples  in  category  1 5 

Samples  in  category  2 3 

Samples  in  category  3 2 

Samples  in  category  4 1 


SHOPS. 


Number  of  shops  in  district 37 

Number  of  inspections  42 

Informal  notices  served  1 

Informal  notices  complied  with 1 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 


Number  in  district 
Number  inspected 


12 

8 
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The  owners  of  the  licensed  houses  in  the  district  have  co- 
operated in  bringing  up  the  standards  of  fitness  to  a satisfac-^ 
tory  level.  Three  houses  only  remain  where  conditions  are 
not  satisfactory.  In  one  case  proper  drainage  is  not  practic- 
able and  as  the  council  has  decided  to  lay  a sewer  to  serve 
the  neighbourhood  concerned  it  is  anticipated  that  the  works 
necessary  to  the  licensed  premises  will  be  carried  out. 

In  connection  with  the  other  two  premises  the  council  is 
taking  every  possible  action  to  effect  improvement. 


CAFES  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

Apart  from  the  licensed  houses  referred  to  above  there  are 
few  cafes.  All  the  cafes  and  other  premises  where  meals  are 
prepared  were  found  to  be  satisfactorily  maintained. 


SCHOOLS. 


Number  of  schools  in  district  13 

Inspections  and  revisits  15 

Informal  notices  outstanding 2 

Informal  notices  complied  with  — 

Private  Schools  in  district 4 


It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  work  has  now 
commenced  on  the  erection  of  a new  school  at  Llannefydd. 
Further  work  of  minor  improvement  has  been  carried  out 
at  Llansannan,  but  much  remains  to  be  done. 


It  is  regretted  that  no  progress  can  be  reported  in  connec- 
tion with  Cefn  Meiriadog  School  where  the  sanitary  conditions 
are  deplorable. 


Betws-yn-Rhos  school  is  still  not  connected  to  the  sewer, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  necessary  sanitary  improvement  will 
not  long  be  delayed. 


PUBLIC  HALLS. 


The  public  halls  in  the  district  were  inspected  during  the 
year  and  informal  action  was  taken  in  connection  with  two 
halls  having  inadequate  sanitary  accommodation. 


CAMP  SITES. 


During  the  year  one  licence  to  use  land  as  a site  for  move- 
able  dwellings  was  issued  under  Sec.  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  and  one  licence  to  erect  and  use  a moveable 
dwelling  was  issued  under  the  same  act. 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  connection  with 
camp  sites.  A number  of  isolated  vans  moved  into  the 
area  for  periods  within  the  limits  prescribed  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  and  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  ...  11 

Number  of  rooms  where  disinfection  required 5 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT, 

1938. 


Number  of  licences  to  slaughter  issued  17 

Number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  1 


The  licensed  knackers  yard  has  now  an  improved  method  of 
drainage  disposal.  A refrigerator  has  been  installed  for  the 
storage  of  meat  pending  removal  and  is  of  great  assistance  in 
the  maintenance  of  hygienic  conditions. 

RODENT  DESTRUCTION. 

From  April  1st  the  Council  employed  a full  time  rodent 
operator  who  carried  out  routine  inspections  of  farms  and 
other  premises. 


Number  of  farms  inspected * 556 

Number  of  infestations  found  13 

Number  of  business  premises  inspected 41 

Infestations  found 5 

Premises  treated 27 

Council  properties  inspected  and  treated  15 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


Matters  dealt  with  apart  from  those  already  referred  to 
under  separate  headings  were  as  follows : — 

Complaints  received — 


Drainage  6 

Milk  supply 5 

Water  supply 11 


26 


Housing  defects  9 

Refuse  collection 4 

Camping  1 

Food  5 

Miscellaneous  3 


44 

All  the  above  were  dealt  with  without  recourse  to  formal 
action. 


HOUSING. 

Action  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and 
also  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  has  been  continued  during  the 
year.  Progress  has  also  been  made  with  the  rural  housing 
survey.  The  following  tables  give  details  of  this  aspect  of 
public  health  work. 

The  applications  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  has  not  come  up 
to  expectations.  It  is  found  that  the  Act  tends  to  bring  the 
good  house  up  to  a standard  of  perfection,  but  makes  no  pro- 
vision for  bringing  up  the  poor  house  to  a standard  of  reason- 
able acceptance. 

The  need  in  a district  such  as  this  is  for  the  improvement  of 
the  country  cottage,  and  particularly  the  eradication  of  damp- 
ness. The  Joint  Housing  Committee  has  been  convened  and 
it  is  hoped  that  this  committee  will  be  able  to  advance  the 
cause  of  improvement  of  the  rural  workers’  dwelling. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949— APPLICATIONS  UNDER  SEC.  20. 


Received. 

Disapproved 
by  Council. 

Disapproved 
by  Welsh  Office. 

Withdrawn 
by  Applicant. 

Finally 

Approved. 

Brought  forward  from 
1950: 

9 

3 

3 

1 

2 

Received  1951 
5 

1 

4 

Application  by  Council 
Sec.  15 

2 

Totals  ..16 

4 

5 

1 

6 

27 


HOUSING  RURAL  SURVEY. 

^ The  position  in  connection  with  the  Housing  Survey  is  as 
follows.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  complete  survey  will  be 
available  in  1952. 


1 

2 

Category. 

3 

4 

5 

Parish. 

Satisfactory  in 
all  respects. 

Minor  defects. 

Requiring  repair 
structural  alter- 
ations or  im- 
provements. 

Appropriate  for 
reconditioning. 

Unfit  for  habita- 
tion and  beyond 
repair  at  reason- 
able cost. 

Total  number  i 
houses  in  Pari: 

1.  Trefnant 

95 

19 

71 

8 

5 

198 

2.  Llanfair- 

talhaiarn  ... 

52 

35 

140 

26 

19 

272 

3.  Cefn  

32 

11 

49 

23 

9 

124 

4.  Llanelian 

7 

51 

35 

14 

2 

109 

5.  Betws  yn 

Rhos  

40 

15 

70 

17 

4 

146 

6.  Llansannan  ... 

44 

16 

148 

34 

4 

246 

7.  Llannefydd  ... 

20 

13 

111 

29 

2 

175 

8.  Abergele 

Rural  

22 

17 

51 

9 

4 

103 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. — The 

following  figures  included  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  of 
the  Rural  Housing  Survey: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing 


defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 632 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellings  included  under  sub-head  (1) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  550 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 


quence of  informal  notice 31 

Number  of  informal  notices  served 21 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year — Sec. 

9 Housing  Act,  1936. 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notice 


1 

1 


Sec.  11  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(3)  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  not  to 

relet  accepted  from  owners  4 

(4)  Number  of  such  houses  subsequently  made  fit  and  relet  2 

4.  Overcrowding 


Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  to  the  Council  ...  4 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  4 


5.  Miscellaneous. — Two  houses  in  clearance  areas  and  two 
subject  to  notices  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act.  1936.  remain 
in  occupation. 


Number  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  3 

Number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council 28 


